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JOB DESCRIPTION

Vacancy Ref: A***

	Job Title:	Research Assistant
	Present Grade:	6

	Department/College: Lancaster Medical School, Faculty of Health and Medicine

	Directly responsible to:		Dr. Chris Gaffney

	Supervisory responsibility for:	N/A

	Other contacts
		

	Internal:
Dr Chris Gaffney, Senior Lecturer in Integrative Physiology, Lancaster Medical School, Lancaster University


	External:  
Mr Daren Subar, Consultant HPB Surgeon and lead for Research and Development, East Lancashire NHS Trust
Surgical colleagues based at East Lancashire NHS Trust

	
This research assistant role is available as grade 6 at 1.0FTE for 6 months. However, there is flexibility in this role and the role can be undertaken part-time. The research assistant will lead the creation of a Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) focused on surgeon health and well-being. As a secondary outcome, we will seek to expand this MOOC to include free learning resources on prehabilitation interventions, currently ran between ELHT and Lancaster University. 


Major Duties:

1. Lead the development of a MOOC based on the areas of surgeon health and prehabilitation. This includes the day-to-day management of the project. 

2. Lead focus groups with surgeons as a form of PPI, to inform the development of the MOOC with the help of colleagues in the wider research group.

3. Interpret the literature and unpublished data from the lab to inform the MOOC such that any advice and teaching materials are research-led.

4. Participate in the Experimental Medicine Research Group and BRIDGES (Blackburn Research and Innovation Development Group in General Surgery) group meetings held monthly.

5. Provide regular updates on the progress of the project to the PI, CoI, and funder (EPSRC) together with the PI

6. Lead the writing of a journal article outlining the development of the MOOC and the impact this has on surgeon well-being

7. Participate in writing new research proposals that build on the expertise developed in this project. 
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